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INFORMATION FOR “LITTLE BURRA” PRESCHOOL FAMILIES 

Bonython Primary School is a P-6 school which offers a friendly, safe and supportive environment where students are 
challenged to achieve their best through individualised inquiry learning within a cooperative team approach. Students are 

valued for their diversity and individual strengths. We achieve this in an environment where students interact and learn 
together for the greater good of all. 

The focus of our learning is based on the values and attributes that all people need to be active, successful and happy 

citizens in our global society in the 21st century. Students are valued and taught to be literate, numerate and active team 
members in a technological society. 

We believe that learning is a partnership between home and school and 
greatly appreciate the active role that our parents and carers play in 

developing our students to be the leaders of tomorrow. 

Our Preschool “Little Burra” is a welcoming, inclusive and fun-filled setting, 

which takes pride in a strong sense of community spirit and support. The 

value and promotion of Early Childhood Education has never been stronger. 

Preschools are now recognised as a crucial first step in a child’s formal 

learning. 

Little Burra is about; fun, play, acceptance, sharing, building, creating, 

expressing, investigating, wonderings, inquiring, communicating, problem 
solving and success! A major focus during this initial year of schooling is 
that of fostering and developing self-esteem, social skills, etiquette, and 

gaining independence. Equipped with these skills, children’s transition into 
future educational settings is made all the more smoother. 

At Bonython Preschool we offer a quality inquiry “play-based” educational program, in an environment which is safe, 

nurturing and responsive to the needs of our students. We adhere to National Quality Standards, and endorse our National 
Framework, the Early Years Learning Framework. We believe it is the wish of parents, teachers, students and communities 
alike that every child, regardless of circumstances, be given every opportunity to learn and to achieve! 

 



 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 
Education Directorate Contact Details 

 
o 13 2281 (62070494) 

o www.act.gov.au 

 

School Contact Details 

 
o Principal: Greg Terrell  

o Deputy Principal: Marc Warwick 

o Executive Teacher : Amanda Hawkins 

o Preschool Staff:    Sharon de Rooy 

                           Veronica Wootten 

                           Melissa Moore 

    Rowena Bautista 

    Lianne Gyles 

 

  

o School Phone number (Front Office): 6142 0640 

o Preschool Main Building phone:6142 0648 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.det.act.gov.au/


Education Directorate Vision 

That all young people in the ACT learn, thrive and are equipped with the skills to lead fulfilling, 

productive and responsible lives. 

 

Education Directorate Values 

Honesty, excellence, fairness and respect. 
 

BONYTHON PRIMARY SCHOOL – Learning with Purpose and Passion                  

Developing curiosity and creativity in a contemporary educational setting 

 

 

Guiding 

Principles 

At Bonython, we learn with purpose and passion to... 

 

• focus on what’s best for learners 

• foster a culture where trust is the norm 

• build and value respectful relationships 

• promote responsibility for ourselves, others and environments 

• empower learners to pursue their passions 

• pursue opportunities for innovation 

 

 

GRADUATE 

PROFILE 

At Bonython, we strive to create...  

 

• Successful learners 

• Confident and creative individuals 

• Active and informed citizens  

 

“Who you are is more important than what you know.”  Thomas R. 

Hoerr 



 

CORE 

VALUES 

At Bonython, we focus on building success through striving for 

personal best. 
 

We value: 

• Grit 

• Integrity 

• Diversity 

• Empathy 

• Self-Management 

 

The Bonython GIDES nurture learners through developing skills and 

dispositions to be successful. 

 

LEARNING 

ASSETS 

At Bonython, we are...  
 

• Researchers 

• Thinkers 

• Collaborators 

• Self-Managers 

• Communicators  

          What do our core school values mean? What does it look like and sound like for our students? 

GRIT INTEGRITY DIVERSITY EMPATHY SELF-MANAGEMENT 

I show resilience and 

determination. 

I am honest in my 

words and actions. 

I recognise and 

embrace differences. 

I understand the feelings and 

perspectives of others. 

I am responsible for my 

choices and actions. 

 

PRACTICES 

At Bonython, we implement effective and evidence-based 

approaches to support...  
 

• Learning and Teaching: Curriculum | Pedagogy | Assessment & 

reporting 



 



Little Burra – Acknowledgement to Country 

“Little Burra Learning on Ngunnawal Land” 

We are Little Burra of Bonython Primary School! 

We learn about our world and our place in it too! 

We learn through our play, and our playing is fun! 

We learn inside the classroom and out in the sun! 

Same earth, same moon, and same sun too 

Same world we share both me and you 

Let’s live, laugh, play and learn together too 

Little Burra living on Ngunnawal land!  

Little Burra living on Ngunnawal land! 

Same earth, same moon, and same sun too 

Same world we share both me and you 

Let’s live, laugh, play and learn together too 

Little Burra living on Ngunnawal land!  

Little Burra living on Ngunnawal land! 

 



 

Our Preschool philosophy at Little Burra builds upon our school’s vision 

statement and the principles from Early Years Learning Framework. 

 

We build secure, respectful and reciprocal relationships 
At our preschool, we: 

• Ensure that the interests, abilities and culture of every child and their family are understood, valued and respected  

• Encourage children as active participants for sustainability, and to care for the environment 

• Respect the views and feelings of each child 

• Initiate warm, trusting and reciprocal relationships with children 

• Provide safe and stimulating environments for children 

• Build on children’s prior learning and experiences to build continuity for their learning and development 

 

We develop partnerships with families that support the learning and development of all children 
At our preschool, we: 

• Acknowledge families as the first educators and value their input 

• Create a welcoming and culturally inclusive environment where all families are 

encouraged to participate in and contribute to their child’s learning and 

developmental experiences 

• Provide families with information about their child’s learning and development, and 

offer strategies to further support their child  

• Share information and work with families to meet the needs of each child 

• Support children and families to make smooth transitions between home, early 

childhood services and school 

 

 

 

 

 



We strive for high expectations and equity for all 
At our preschool, we: 

• Establish high expectations and support children’s learning and development through inquiry play based learning, as 

well as active teacher-led learning 

• Ensure that every child experiences success in their learning and development  

• Recognise that every child can learn. Some children will require Individual Learning Plans and additional support to do 

this 

• Provide physical environments both indoors and outdoors, that encourage children to explore, solve problems, 

communicate, think, create and construct 

• Use child-centred approaches to explicitly teach particular knowledge and skills 

 

We have respect for diversity in our learning community 
At our preschool, we:   

• Recognise multilingualism as an asset and support these children to maintain 

their first language and learn English as a second language 

• Promote cultural awareness in all children, including greater understanding of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ways of knowing and being 

• Support children to develop a sense of place, identity and connection to the land 

• Build on children’s interests, abilities, cultures and previous learning experiences 

to extend their thinking, learning and development  

 

We enhance the learning and development of all children by engaging in ongoing learning and reflective practice 
At our preschool, we: 

• Gather information that supports, informs, assesses and enriches decision-making about appropriate programs 

• Continually develop our professional knowledge and skills 

• Promote practices that have been shown to be successful in supporting children’s learning and development 

• Use evidence to inform planning for early childhood experiences and practice.  This information is conveyed to parents 

through written reports, interviews and learning journeys 

 

 

 



Curriculum 

A new, national early learning framework for children from birth to five years has been developed. 

The Early Years Learning Framework has been developed to ensure children receive quality education programs in their 

early childhood setting. This is a vital time for early learning and development. 

The Framework‘s vision is for all children to experience play-based learning that is engaging and builds success for life.  

http://www.deewr.gov.au/Earlychildhood/Programs/EarlyChildhoodEducation/Pages/default.aspx 

 

It is a guide for early childhood educators who work with children from birth to five years. The Framework will be used in 

partnership with families, children’s first and most influential educators, to develop learning programs responsive to 

children’s ideas, interests, strengths and abilities, and recognise that children learn through their play. 

 

THE ROLE OF PLAY  
 
Little Burra Preschool program is based on play, through an inquiry approach.  Play is widely accepted as a child’s primary 

source of learning.  Children actively explore within an environment which has been carefully planned and prepared to 
facilitate motivating play experiences.  Both indoor and outdoor experiences are planned. 

The Early Years Learning Framework describes childhood as a time of belonging, being and becoming. 

• Belonging is the basis for living a fulfilling life. Children feel they belong because of the relationships they have with 

their family, community, culture and place. 

• Being is about living here and now. Childhood is a special time in life and children need time to just ‘be’—time to play, 

try new things and have fun. 

• Becoming is about the learning and development that young children experience. Children start to form their sense of 

identity from an early age, which shapes the type of adult they will become. 

 

The Early Years Learning Framework in conjunction with the National Quality Standards, 

informs all aspects of our teaching and learning at Bonython Preschool.   

 

To view Education Directorate policies visit http://www.det.act.gov.au/ 

 

 

 

http://www.deewr.gov.au/Earlychildhood/Programs/EarlyChildhoodEducation/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.det.act.gov.au/


Communication avenues with staff 
 

 
 

How will I know what my child is doing at Preschool?               How do we share learning in real time?  
 

At Bonython Primary School we use SEESAW to communicate learning in real time. Educators post photos/short videos of students engaging in 
learning experiences. This platform is also the avenue for communicating reminders and information. 
 
 

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a needs basis educators will make personal 

contact with you via phone or email to share or 

discuss learning. 

 

 

At the beginning of the school year families will be sent 
Information on how to sign up to their child’s Learning 
Community. Technology Support for this process is also 

available from the school. 
 



 

Hours of Operation: 
Little Burra Preschool operates from Monday to Friday with two Preschool classes, the Possums and the Echidnas. A Calendar/timetable will be sent home 

to families during the first few weeks of each term.  Our 2018 schedule is: 

 

Possums – Odd Week 

Monday 8.45am – 2.45pm 
Tuesday 8.45am – 2.45pm  
Wednesday 8.45am – 2.45pm  
 
Possums – Even Week 
 
Monday 8.45am – 2.45pm 
Tuesday 8.45am – 2.45pm  

 

 

 

Enrolment procedures 

Children seeking to enter school at the preschool entry point must be four years of age on or before 30 April in that year. 

Enrolments are made through the Education Directorate website at http://www.det.act.gov.au/ .  To be eligible to enroll, you 

will need to provide your child's birth certificate, immunisation details and proof of residence, i.e. utilities bill, mortgage 
document, lease or tenancy agreement. 

Early Entry and Early Intervention: Early enrolment for children under compulsory education age is also available to 

children eligible for entry into Early Intervention (Special Education) programs and English as Second language programs.  

Children requiring Special Education support may be enrolled upon meeting certain eligibility criteria. An application may be 

made through the school counselor or through the Student Support section of the Directorate.  Full information will have to 

be provided to the Principal at the time of application. Further information is available on the Directorate’s website at 

http://www.det.act.gov.au/ 

Echidnas – Odd Week 

Thursday 8.45am – 2.45pm 
Friday 8.45am -2.45pm  
 
Echidnas – Even Week 

Wednesday 8.45am – 2.45pm 
Thursday 8.45am – 2.45pm 
Friday 8.45am -2.45pm 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.det.act.gov.au/
http://www.det.act.gov.au/


 

Community Involvement 

 

Bonython School Board 

The function of the School Board is to develop policies in such matters as curriculum development, management of finances 
and the general operation of the school.  The Board consists of three parent representatives (elected from the parent body 

by ballot), two teacher representatives (elected from school teaching staff), the Principal and a representative of the 
Directorate.  The School Board Chairperson is a position decided by election from the parent representatives.  Meetings are 
held at least once a term and are open to all members of the school community. Families are welcome to contribute to the 

decision making procedures of the school through the School Board or the P&C. 

Bonython Parents’ and Citizens’ Association 

The P&C aims to promote the interests and objectives of the school by bringing parents, teachers and interested community 
members together.  P&C funds support the school’s educational programs.  The P&C meets monthly for business, educational 

and social evenings. 

 
Every Preschool Parent is automatically a member of Bonython P&C. It is our hope that many Preschool families will attend 

meetings and support us in our fundraising ventures throughout the year.  
 

                                                   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Bonython Preschool “Little Burra”                     
At Little Burra we have an “open door” policy. We invite family members into our Preschool at any time during the day. 
Families are welcome to share their special skills, interests and diverse family cultures with the preschool. Families are 
encouraged to participate in social activities to enable families to meet each other and form a sense of belonging to the 

school. 
 

 Families can help in the following ways: 
• sharing knowledge and expertise of craft, cooking, music, 

storytelling, job skills etc. 

• interacting with the daily program 
• playdough roster 

• assisting with fund raising ventures – sausage sizzles, raffles, picnic 
lunches… 

• assisting with excursions 

• joining the Bonython Primary Parents and Citizens Association 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preschool Volunteers 

Parent/family members are asked to “Sign in” at the schools front office, and wear a green “Volunteers Badge” to identify 

themselves. Volunteers have a special place in schools and assist in many ways. This may include interaction with individuals 

and small groups of students in a range of different activities. At our Preschool this might just be an opportunity to spend 

some special one on one time with your child!  

To assist schools in providing a safe environment and a positive educational climate, all volunteers will be required to 

register and hold a Working With Vulnerable People card.  

 

 
 



Voluntary Contributions 

 
Public education is free. Bonython Primary School does ask families to contribute a voluntary contribution to enable it to 

continue to provide a quality learning environment for all students.  

The School Board determines the voluntary parental contributions each year.  These contributions are used to provide 

resources which assist Bonython Primary to maintain quality educational programs. 
For 2018 it is expected that voluntary contributions will be approximately: 

 

 

 

 

 

Drop off and pick up arrangements 

BRINGING YOUR CHILD Regular attendance at Preschool is important as this allows children to settle into routines and 
establish themselves as part of the group.  In accordance with the National Quality Standard, collection of children must be 

by a parent or authorised nominee.  Upon arrival each morning please assist your child to unpack lunch boxes, snack boxes 
and drink bottles and place them into the labelled baskets outside the classroom. Bags may be hung on pegs in the 
bathroom area. Direct your child to the bathroom and assist them in washing their hands before entering the classroom each 

day.  Please wait with your child until doors open at 8.45am. Families are most welcome to stay with us for puzzles and 
morning activities. This is a great opportunity for you to settle your child into class for the day. 

PICKING UP YOUR CHILD Please wait outside the classroom unless you are joining us for story time.  It can be distracting 

for the children if parents, carers or siblings come into the room.  The children leave the room when their name is called and 

there is someone there to pick them up. Primary School children are not permitted to enter the Preschool premises unless 

they are accompanied by an adult, and are not permitted on Preschool equipment. We ask that you please carefully 

supervise your child/children during drop off and pick up times.  

SEPARATION CONCERNS If your child is upset about being left at preschool, please speak to Preschool Staff so that we 

can formulate a drop-off plan with which everyone is comfortable.  

 

 

Preschool Students 

Per child per year $240 or 

$60 per term. 

 

Primary Students 

1 child               $110 
2 children         $130 
3 children         $150 
4 children         $170 



Changes to Details 
Please keep staff and the school informed of any changes to address, home/work phone numbers, child care arrangements, 

medical information and emergency contact phone numbers. However, please keep telephone calls to the preschool during 
session times for urgent matters only as it is disruptive to the program when staff leave the children and answer the 

telephone. 
 

Uniform Policy 
 

All Bonython students are encouraged to wear school uniform, but when it is not possible to do so suitable plain school 
colours (Navy and Valley or Lime Green) should be worn. Uniforms are purchased through the Uniform Shop run by the P&C, 
now located in the Preschool portable building. This operates by appointment. For appointments please contact Adina via 

email at bpspca@hotmail.com  
 

Bonython Primary/Preschool uniform is  

• Valley (lime) Green polo or T-shirt or long sleeve shirt (School Logo 
available) 

• Navy shorts/ pants/ skorts/ wrap skirts 
• Navy fleecy zipped school jacket with logo or plain navy jumper/ sloppy 

joe/ cardigan  
• Navy or Green broad brimmed hat 
• Closed in shoes are recommended at Preschool as the children will be 

challenging themselves on the climbing equipment. Sensible footwear is 
essential. 

 

Bonython Primary is a SUNSMART School! In keeping with the schools’ sun safe 
policy, children need to have a broad brimmed hat. Please ensure that cords on 
hats are detachable in compliance with Directorate regulations. Preschool hats 
are named and remain at school.  

 
A warm coat is required in winter. Please label all of your child’s clothing and pack a spare set in case of extremely messy 

play or accidents. 
 
Rainy Days: Gumboots, raincoats and umbrellas are encouraged to be brought in on rainy days – so children can 

comfortably enjoy time outside in inclement weather.  
 



 

Excursions 

Excursions are often part of the educational program at Bonython Preschool. On enrolment, parents are asked to give 
permission for their child to go on incidental excursions e.g. walk to the shops. For any other excursions, a proforma in the 

Front Office has to be filled out and Risk Assessment and Management Plans completed and forwarded to SLC prior to all 
excursions.  Costing is then worked out by the Business Manager and buses booked. The delegated teacher will type up the 
permission note and pass it on to the SLC for approval before being sent home. If children use any form of transport, parents 

will be advised in advance and asked to give permission, in writing, for the child to attend. The adult/child ratio for Preschool 
excursions is 1:4. Preschool parents will be asked to accompany us on excursions so we can maintain adult/child ratios. 

Unfortunately, siblings are not permitted to attend excursions. 
 
 

Emergency Management Procedures 

 
The school has a policy on emergency evacuations and are required to practise evacuation procedures.  All staff and children 

participate. Procedures are outlined in the Bonython Primary School Staff Handbook. 

 

Child Protection practices 

 
All employees in schools are mandated to report any case of suspected child abuse.  Failure to notify suspected physical and 

/or sexual abuse of children is a criminal offence.  Staff will deliver lessons to children in protective behaviour and safe 

behaviours.  Staff will also deliver lessons to enhance social and emotional skills. 

 

Concerns or complaints 
 

If you have a concern about your child’s education please have a conversation with the preschool teacher.  You are also 
welcome to make contact with the executive teacher/s in the primary school.  

 
Should the need arise the ACT Education Directorate has a policy for complaints resolution.  This policy can be accessed at 

http://www.det.act.gov.au/publications_and_policies/policy_a-z  

http://www.det.act.gov.au/publications_and_policies/policy_a-z


 

Transitions  
Your child is a member of the Bonython Primary School community.  By enrolling your child into Bonython Preschool your 

child will automatically move on to kindergarten in our school.  As with all transitions the staff will ensure that the move from 
preschool to kindergarten is successful.   
 

To do this we have implemented a Primary School Transition program for our preschool children and their families.   
This involves:  

• Kindergarten classroom visits, Library and canteen visits 
• Opportunities to attend whole school events – assemblies, Learning Journey, performances, fetes, sport carnivals etc… 
• All Preschool classes have a Buddy Class in the Primary School to share learning experiences with and build up friendships 

to assist them in a smooth transition the following year 

• Families are invited to Kindergarten Information sessions and orientations in preparation for their child’s Kindergarten year 
• Students attending special settings or other Primary Schools are also provided with necessary support to ensure successful 

transitions. This might be in the way of organised visits to the new setting, and by professional sharing of relevant 
information to new teachers and carers.  

 

• For more information about this topic please follow the link to this website for some handy hints:  Starting school - a 
guide for parents 

 

Information on hygiene procedures 
 

Staff, children and volunteers must adhere to the hand washing procedures. 

All children are encouraged to wash their hands: 

• On arrival 

• Before and after eating or touching food 

• After toileting 

• After blowing their nose and wiping their face 

All scratches and cuts must be covered 

 

 

 

 

http://www.det.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/18613/Starting_School_2009.pdf
http://www.det.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/18613/Starting_School_2009.pdf


Student Welfare and Management 
 

At Bonython Preschool we value that everyone is an individual and that we all have the special qualities that make us who we are. It is 

important that students are treated with respect, by valuing their uniqueness and what they bring to the school. We provide a supportive, 

welcoming and culturally inclusive educational environment where students feel safe and happy. 

A Glasser based approach is adopted throughout our P- 6 school based on the belief that the first role of the teacher is to establish a 

caring relationship with each child.  In order to meet the needs of children, classroom rules and routines are established at the beginning 

of the year and clearly displayed in the classroom.  These rules are continually reviewed and reinforced. 

Restorative Practices are also observed throughout or entire school. Such practices teach conflict resolution and other problem solving 

skills, and involve the development and enhancement of relationships and social competencies.  At our Preschool restorative practices are 

explicitly taught and modeled through our comprehensive “Social Skills” program.  

Effective behaviour support is based on growing strong relationships with all students and the underlying value, Everyone Matters. 

Bonython Primary School outlines Behaviour Support Procedures to be followed in the event that students’ require additional support 

to develop or refine their behaviours to ensure continued success. Our Preschool endorses the schools Behaviour Support Procedures, and 

values the guidance and responsiveness of the executive team regarding the welfare and management of Preschool Students 

 

Parent Support 

Parentlink  www.parentlink.act.gov.au is a website which parents can use to access: 
Parent guides, including electronic order forms/ A directory of local parenting services/ Upcoming community events and 
parenting courses/ Further readings in relation to the parent guides/ Links to other useful websites. 

Kidsmatter  www.kidsmatter.edu.au/ 
 

Other significant accessible community services for Preschool are: 
• Communities @Work   www.commsatwork.org/  

• Therapy ACT    www.dhcs.act.gov.au/therapyact 
                                                    

 

 

 

 

http://www.parentlink.act.gov.au/
http://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/


 

 

Library 
 
Library We have a wonderful supply of Preschool age appropriate books for borrowing. Children are encouraged to borrow 
from our school library. Please supply your child with a cloth named library bag for borrowing.  

 

Medical condition management 
Immunisation 
The ACT Department of Health advises that all children attending school in the ACT should be 

immunised against diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough, polio, measles, mumps, rubella and 
HIB (Haemophilus influenzae type b). We would ask that you check your child's present 

immunisation status to see whether it is complete for his/her age. ACT Public Health regulations 
require schools to request proof of up to date immunisation when enrolling. Failure to provide 
this may result in your child being excluded from school should an outbreak of an infectious 

disease occur. Parents are asked to adhere closely to these requirements unless medical advice 
to the contrary is provided in writing. 

Medical and Accidents 
It is important that sick children are kept at home for their own comfort as well as the comfort of other children and staff. If 
a child becomes ill or is injured at school appropriate First Aid will be given and if necessary parents will be notified and 
asked to take their child home. If emergency treatment is required parents will be notified immediately and the child will be 

transferred by ambulance to hospital. In such cases ambulance services and treatment are free. All students who have an 
ongoing condition (e.g. asthma, diabetes, epilepsy) must have a treatment plan completed by parents and their GP and 

lodged at the school. Plan proformas are available from the Front Office or from a staff member in the preschool. Medical 
Action Plans must include a photograph of your child. All staff will be made aware of students with Action Plans, and plans 

will be clearly displayed in our classroom. 

Exclusion periods for infectious diseases such as mumps, German measles, measles and chicken pox are provided at the 
end of this handbook. 

If a child is to take a prescription medicine while at school, written directions and medicine must be left with staff. 
Information on a child’s health status e.g. epilepsy, diabetes, should be given on enrolment or on diagnosis.  

Head lice are extremely contagious but easily eradicated. Please report any cases of head lice to the School Office.  



 

Food at Preschool 

Food – Provision is made for the children to eat during the preschool session.  Parents/carers are urged to provide children 

with healthy snacks and lunch which will enable the staff to assist in the development of lifelong healthy eating habits.  

Each day all children will need their own drink bottle with water only. Children may help themselves to a drink of water at 

any time during the session.  Staff will give them regular reminders to have a drink throughout the day. 

Snacks and lunch are required on all full day sessions. Bonython Preschoolers have a fruit break at approximately 

10:00am, stop for lunch at about 11:00am and stop for afternoon tea at about 2:00pm on all full days.  We suggest fruit, 

prepared ready for your child to eat. Lunch needs to be in a bigger named lunch box.  It is a good idea to include an ice brick 

during the warmer weather to help preserve your food. Please keep lunches healthy – a sandwich and a piece of fruit are 

ideal.  Please avoid sending in sweets, chips, cakes or sweet biscuits.   

Please note: Bonython Primary is a nut aware school due to the inclusion of students with life threatening anaphylactic 

allergic conditions. We aim to provide a safe environment for all students.  Therefore, we ask that students and staff do not 

bring peanut butter, nuts and other nut products to school.  

Birthdays Children celebrating this special day are welcome to bring along a treat (small cup cakes are the easiest for 
sharing) to share with their group.  Health regulations mean children aren’t able to blow out candles on a cake to be shared.  

We use a pretend cake for the children to blow out their candles.  Please check with your child’s teacher about a convenient 
time for the birthday celebration  

 
Food Intolerance/Food and Culture – Children who are intolerant to certain foods 
(dairy, wheat, gluten…), or whose cultural beliefs do not permit the consumption of certain 

foods will be offered alternatives after consultation with their families. 
 

Dress up/Party days –We will endeavour to have a dress up and party day at the end of 
each school term. 
 
To view Education Directorate policies visit http://www.det.act.gov.au/ 

To view and develop a greater understanding of The National Quality Framework and 

The early Years Learning Framework visit www.acecqa.gov.au 

To view The National Law & Regulations visit  

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/regulation/2011/653/full 

http://www.det.act.gov.au/
http://www.acecqa.gov.au/
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/regulation/2011/653/full


 

Diseases - Outbreak Procedures and Exclusion Periods  
 
Personal hygiene measures such as hand washing, covering the mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing, covering 
weeping sores, not sharing food or drinks and not attending school when ill or suffering from diarrhoea are important means 

of limiting the transmission of a number of common infectious conditions.  
 

The ACT Public Health Regulations 2000 require children with the following conditions, and children who have been in contact 
with the following conditions, to be excluded from school, preschool, child care or family day care for the periods specified.  
 

Condition Exclusion of person with condition Exclusion of persons in contact with condition 

Amoebiasis (entamoeba histolytica) Exclude until diarrhoea ceases Not excluded 

*Campylobacteriosis Exclude until diarrhoea ceases Not excluded 

Chicken pox (varicella and herpes zoster) Exclude until the last blister has scabbed over. 
The child should not continue to be excluded by 
reason only of some remaining scabs. 

Not excluded 
Any child with an immune deficiency (eg with 
leukaemia, or as a result of receiving 
chemotherapy) should be excluded for their own 
protection and seek urgent medical advice and 
varicella-zoster immunoglobulin (ZIG), if necessary. 

Conjunctivitis (acute infectious) Exclude until discharge from eyes ceases. Not excluded 

*Cryptosporidiosis Exclude until diarrhoea ceases Not excluded 

Diarrhoea Exclude until diarrhoea ceases Not excluded 

*#Diphtheria Exclude until— 
(a) at least 2 negative throat swabs have been 
taken (the first not less than 24 hours after 
cessation of antibiotic treatment and the second 
not less than 48 hours later), and 
 
(b) a certificate is provided by a medical 
practitioner recommending that the exclusion 
should cease. 

Exclude family and household contacts until 
approval to return has been given by the Chief 
Health Officer. 

Giardiasis Exclude until diarrhoea ceases Not excluded 

*#Haemophilius influenza type b (Hib) Exclude until a certificate is provided by a medical 
practitioner recommending that the exclusion 
should cease. 

Not excluded 

Hand, Foot and Mouth disease Exclude if— 
(a) child is unwell, or 
 
(b) child is drooling, and not all blisters have dried 
or an exposed weeping blister is not covered with 
a dressing. 

Not excluded 



*Hepatitis A Exclude for at least 7 days after the onset of 
jaundice and a certificate is provided by a medical 
practitioner recommending that the exclusion 
should cease. 

Not excluded 

Herpes (cold sores) Exclude young children unable to comply with 
good hygiene practices while the lesion is weeping. 
Lesion to be covered by a dressing in all cases, if 
possible. 

Not excluded 

Impetigo (school sores) Exclude until appropriate treatment has 
commenced and sores on exposed surfaces are 
covered with a watertight dressing. 

Not excluded 

Influenza and influenza-like illnesses Exclude until well Not excluded 

*Leprosy Exclude until approval to return has been given by 
the Chief Health Officer. 

Not excluded 

*#Measles Exclude for at least 4 days after the rash appears. (a) Immunised contacts not excluded. 
 
(b) Exclude non-immunised contacts until 14 days 
after the first day of appearance of the rash in the 
index case. 
(b) Non-immunised contacts immunised with 
measles vaccine within 72 hours after their first 
contact with the index case are not excluded after 
being immunised. 
 
(d) Non-immunised contacts who are given normal 
human immunoglobulin (NHIG) within 7 days after 
their first contact with the index case are not 
excluded after being given NHIG. 

Meningitis (bacterial) Exclude until well Not excluded 

*Meningococcal infection Exclude until adequate carrier eradication therapy 
has commenced. 

(a) Not excluded if receiving rifampicin or other 
antibiotic treatment recommended by the Chief 
Health Officer. 
(b) Otherwise, excluded until 10 days after last 
contact with the index case. 

*#Mumps Exclude for 9 days after onset of symptoms, or 
until parotid swelling goes down (whichever is 
sooner). 

Not excluded 

*#Poliomyelitis Exclude for at least 14 days after onset of 
symptoms and until a certificate is provided by a 
medical practitioner recommending that the 
exclusion should cease. 

Not excluded 

Ringworm, scabies, pediculosis (lice), trachoma Exclude until effective treatment has commenced. Not excluded 



Rotavirus Exclude until diarrhoea ceases Not excluded 

*#Rubella (German measles) Exclude for 4 days after the appearance of the 
rash. 

Not excluded 
Female staff of child-bearing age should ensure 
that their immune status against rubella is 
adequate. 

*Salmonellosis Exclude until diarrhoea ceases Not excluded 

*Shigellosis Exclude until diarrhoea ceases Not excluded 

Streptococcal infection (including scarlet fever) Exclude until the person has recovered or has 
received antibiotic treatment for at least 24 hours. 

Not excluded 

*Tuberculosis Exclude until approval to return has been given by 
the Chief Health Officer. 

Not excluded 

*Typhoid and paratyphoid fever Exclude until a certificate is provided by a medical 
practitioner recommending that the exclusion 
should cease. 

(a) Not excluded unless the Chief Health Officer 
notifies the person in charge of the school. 
(a) If the Chief Health Officer gives notice, exclusion 
is subject to the conditions in the notice. 
 

*#Whooping cough (pertussis) Exclude for 21 days from start of cough, or for at 
least 5 days after starting a course of antibiotics 
recommended by the Chief Health Officer. 

Exclude non-immunised household, home based 
child care and close child care contacts under 7 
years old for 14 days after the last exposure to 
infection, or until 5 days after starting a course of 
antibiotics recommended by the Chief Health 
Officer (whichever is sooner). 

Worms (intestinal) Exclude until diarrhoea ceases Not excluded 

 


